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Key Stage 4 Science
ÅStudents began their studies in Year 9

ÅThere are two different sets of GCSE courses: Triple Science ie
separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics and Double Science ie
Core Science and Additional Science.

ÅEach GCSE requires the completion of a piece of internally 
assessed coursework, the Individual Skills Assessment or ISA-
this is worth 25% of the GCSE

ÅThere are 3 external exams, each of which contributes 25% to 
the final mark

ÅThere are common features between the courses, as shown 
on the next slide;
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Science: What to revise?

All of our courses are AQA examinations. You 
can download the specifications from:

www.aqa.org.uk

These documents give details of the content of 
each examination and lots of other useful info 
too.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


tƭŀƴ ŀƘŜŀŘΧ

[ƛǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴΧ

wŜǾƛǎƛǘ ƛŘŜŀǎΧ

Science: How to revise



.Ŝ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΧ



{ǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜΧ

aƛƴŘ ƳŀǇΧ



aƴŜƳƻƴƛŎǎΧ

Making the abstract 
ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜΧ

My Very Easy 
Method Just Speeds 
Up Naming Planets. 



¢Ŝǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΧ

wŜŀŘΣ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ŎƘŜŎƪΧ



¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΧ

hƴƭƛƴŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΧ



Science: How to revise summary
1. Start early- make a revision schedule to cover all of the 

material in every exam- even stuff not yet covered in class.

2. 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ-ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΗ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ 
try to summarise, change into diagrams from text and vice 
versa, make mindmaps, make up songs or raps or teach 
other people. These are great ways to make the learning 
stick.

3. Use past papers and markschemes(available from the AQA 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜύ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻƻΦ

4. Seek help from your teachers-ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊΗ

5. IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ¸ŜŀǊ мнΩǎ ƻŦ ŀ 
way to revise:





Science: Other sources of help?

ÅGCSE Bitesize- a really useful site from the BBC with useful 
summaries of key points and some quizzes to test knowledge 
and understanding;

ÅGCSE Pod- a site containing loads of downloadable podcasts, 
ideal for the long bus journey to Abbey Grange;

Åwww.revisionworld.com- another great site with free revision 
materials.

ÅCheck out the school learning platform where we have 
electronic copies of our GCSE textbooks for you to download 
and use on your PC

ÅWe also recommend CGP revision guides, available on 
ParentPayfor just £3 each

http://www.revisionworld.com-/


Science: And finally..... 
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How can you help your child 

succeed?



The changing face of English

ÅCurrent year 11 will be the first to complete the new 
GCSE English Specification.
ÅThis began in September 2015. Awarded 2017.
ÅAll students will be completing two GCSEs in English-

English Language and English Literature. Non-tiered.
Å100% exam based- at the end of the course.
ÅA memory test.
ÅBigger focus on SPAG (Spelling, punctuation & 

grammar). 20% for language, 5% for literature. These 
skills should be the focus now!
ÅBuy a simple grammar book!



LǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊΧΦ

Å100% exam based- previously 40% coursework.

ÅIt is harder to get a good pass.

Å¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ Ǉŀǎǎ ǊŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜ р 
(equivalent of a C+) 

ÅS & L no longer assessed as part of the GCSE 
English Language, which students across the 
country typically do well at.

ÅControlled assessments no longer used as 
assessment- it is exam only.



¢ƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜǎΧΦ

Despite the changes, our results have got better and 
better:
ÅStudents who made expected progress: 82.7%
ÅStudents who made better than expected progress: 

50%

ÅFurther to this, our students generally perform well in 
the exams. All good news for the new exam format.
ÅWhy? Hard work, good communication between 

teacher/ parent/ student and a commitment to 
learning beyond the classroom.



The year ahead....

ÅAs the school year progresses, we focus 
increasingly on the skills required at GCSE.

ÅStudents assessed at least once per half term-
assessments kept by staff- exercise books kept 
by students..

ÅDesigned to test vital and sometimes difficult 
skills that are required at GCSE (EG Comparing 
texts, close language analysis, showing 
perceptive understanding)



Brand New English GCSEs

ÅTWO separate GCSEs: English Language and English 
Literature.

Å100% Exam.
ÅNo coursework or controlled assessments.
ÅAll exams at the end of Year 11.
Å2 exams for English Language.
Å2 exams for English Literature.
ÅTransferrable skills across both Language and Literature 

GCSE.
ÅClass notes are very important! This includes the notes 

from year 10!
ÅRegular assessments (every half term).



What we will study in years 10 and 11:

ÅA Shakespeare play (Macbeth or Romeo and 
Juliet).

ÅAn Inspector Calls.

ÅJekyll and Hyde.

ÅRange of Poetry.

ÅCreative Writing.

ÅNon-Fiction Texts.

ÅSpeaking and Listening.



English Language GCSE

ÅPaper 1: Explorations in 
Creative Reading and Writing

ÅSection A: Reading: one 
unseen literature fiction 
text
ÅSection B: Writing:  

extended descriptive or 
narrative writing
Å1 hour 45 minutes
Å80 marks
Å50% of GCSE

ÅtŀǇŜǊ нΥ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΨ ±ƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎ 
and Perspectives

ÅSection A: Reading: one 
non-fiction text and one 
literary non-fiction text

ÅSection B: Writing: 
extended writing to 
present a viewpoint

Å1 hour 45

Å80 marks

Å50% of GCSE



English Literature GCSE
ÅPaper 1: Shakespeare and 

the 19th Century novel

ÅSection A: Shakespeare

ÅSection B: Jekyll and 
Hyde

Å1 hour 45 minutes

Å64 marks

Å40% of GCSE

ÅPaper 2: Modern texts 
and Poetry

ÅSection A: An Inspector 
Calls

ÅSection B: Comparing 
poems from the 
Anthology

ÅSection C: Unseen poetry

Å2 hour 15 minutes

Å96 marks

Å60% of GCSE



English Language and English Literature 
D/{9ǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜΧ

ÅEnglish Language
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing and Paper 2: 

Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives

Paper 1 Sec A: Literature Fiction Text

Paper 1 Sec B: Descriptive or Narrative Writing

Paper 2 Sec A: Non-fiction text and
one literary non-fiction text

Paper 2 Sec B: Presenting a Viewpoint

ÅEnglish Literature
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th 
Century Text and Paper 2: Modern 

Texts and Poetry

Shakespeare Jekyll and Hyde An Inspector Calls

Anthology Poetry Unseen Poetry



9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜΧ

ÅPaper 1

Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing

Section A:  one unseen literature fiction text (4 questions)

Section B: extended descriptive or narrative writing

ÅPaper 2

Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives

Section A: one non-fiction and one literary non-fiction text (4
questions)

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint



9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƎƭŀƴŎŜΧ

ÅPaper 1

Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
Text

Section A:  Shakespeare Section B: Jekyll and Hyde

ÅPaper 2

Modern Texts and Poetry

Section A: An Inspector CallsSection B: Anthology Poetry

Section C: Unseen Poetry



Reading: the single most important 
thing you can encourage is for your 
children to be active readers. 

How you 
can help?

Multi -media: encourage students to 
be independent and pro-active 
learners. Use of iPads/computers ς
there are all sorts of useful apps, 
revision guides, YouTube videos that 
students can use to consolidate and 
further their learning. 

Students will have 
homeworkset regularly.

Ask them what homework 
they have; read through 
their work with them. 

Communicationwith the 
school: (PTP information; 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ 
grades/current grades; 
Parent Consultation 
Evening) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=novels&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://my-addictionbooks.blogspot.com/2012/01/novel-game.html&ei=lb1EVOPTG9XUaobMgegI&bvm=bv.77648437,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEk2A2eKOZUwFsMgJijeww8dVh3AA&ust=1413877510338272
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=multi media&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://geoffreymultimedia.com/multimedia-websites/&ei=A7xEVKO5Fc3XavCggOgM&bvm=bv.77648437,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGO4-lmT0KFgolHBSmQfFUlt3nN1A&ust=1413877105676330
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=homework&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.lakesideprimary.co.uk/homework-help&ei=abtEVMKgDNLkar_xgqAO&bvm=bv.77648437,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHd4Q0zHjjLi4jRLOvPaYpa1L_lqg&ust=1413876950768606
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=communication&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://advice.milkround.com/effective-communication-achievable-student-job-skill-number-1&ei=fLpEVN_iHsjraLaUgfgN&bvm=bv.77648437,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGoBg_H8z9sBd_O1IeI67ykKmozfQ&ust=1413876729192777


How you 
can help?

Are they organised? Students will 
have two exercise books- one for 
language, one for literature. Keep 
all books and refer back to them 
regularly. Do they have a space to 
keep exercise books and study?
Does your child take pride in 
their presentation? 

Talk to them! What are they doing in 
class? Why? What will it count 
towards? What grade are they 
currently working at?

Keep refreshing! Students 
cannot take the texts in to the 
exam with them! A successful 
student is a confident student. 
The must have an opinion!

Look at their books! 
Discuss the work- let them 
teach you!

We sent an email to you 
earlier in the outlining how 
you can support them at 
home.

Creative writing based 
on images from 
newspapers etc.



.ƻƻƪǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅΧΦ

ÅEmails recently sent so you can purchase a 
copy of ΨWŜƪȅƭƭ ϧ IȅŘŜΩΣ Ψ!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎΩand 
the Shakespeare text that their class is 
studying όŜƛǘƘŜǊ ΨaŀŎōŜǘƘΩ ƻǊ ΨwƻƳŜƻ ϧ 
Juliet).

ÅStudents are to collect these books from 
reception.



Year 11 Maths parents information 
2016 



}The new GCSE (AQA) specification covers 2 
tiers

ÅFoundation Tier: Grades 1 ð5

ÅHigher Tier: Grades 4 - 9

ÅAll exams must be taken in the same tier



}The GCSE Exam now consists of three Papers

ÅPaper 1: Non Calculator 1.5hrs ð33 %

ÅPaper 2: Calculator 1.5hrs ð33 %

ÅPaper 3: Calculator 1.5hrs ð33 %



}Content isé.

} More demanding. Some topics previously on 
Higher are now on Foundation 

}More focussed on Problem Solving, 
developing reasoning and fluency across 
different topics

No formulae booklet (given in the question)



}A good pass is nowéé.

ÅA grade 5 which is the equivalent to a high 
grade C.

ÅFurther study in year 12 for any students not 
achieving a grade 4 





ÅOpen door policy

ÅRegular topic tests with self 
assessments





ÅEmbed problem solving and reasoning 
in all lessons



ÅSupport and encourage fluency by 
using homework based upon topics 
covered previously



ÅBespoke in class revision programme 
and drop down sessions close to the 
exams in year 11

ÅProvide Past Papers

ÅIntervention (tutor time/lessons) 



ÅAccess to focussed booster homeworks 
using ôMyMathsõ with Abbey Grangeõs 
own log in and password



}www.mymaths.co.uk

}Login: abbeygrange

}Password: division

}Students also have a 

personal login & 

password for set 

Homework 


